
SWAYS IN THE WIND
The Efect of the Elements Upon the

Washington Monumentm

DELICATE TESTING DEVICES

Firmness of the Foundation of the

Mammoth Obelisk.

THE WORK OF VANDALS

LTHOUGH O U R
cautloas Uncle Sar
is reluctant in spend-
ing his money on lux-
ury and u s el es s

adornment, when he
has built anything fox
us he sees alwayl
that the greatest care
Is taken to keep it in
good condition and
proper repair.
This was very forci-

bly Impressed on a

representative of The
Iar, who dropped In on Custodian Haw-
Wase of the Washington monument a few
Wsr ago, and learned many Interesting
botb in regard to the precautions taken by
fe governement against the possible effects
which the weather might have toward mov-

tog the world's greatest risk and phenum-
ensa of engineering from Its foundation.
Althougi= for ten years, reckoning only

from the time when the capstone was

placed upon the monument, its 81,126 tons
Nesting on a foundation only 126 1-2 feel
square and thirty-eight feet deep (from a

height almost fifteen times that number).
Nesting on the sandy bank of the river, with
a pressure of five tons per square foot, the
minument has only settled a small fraction
of an Inch In one corner.

Conattas bwaying.
But. as far as the obelisk itself is con-

cerned, it seems that it Is undergoing a
entlnal bending, first to one side and then
to the other, according to the direction or
velocity of the wind. "There Is a vertical
variaton from the plummet line." said Mr.
Hawkins, "whenever the wind is blowing.
Today we have a slight breeze from the
Southwest, and the extreme point has
moved from its normal position, perhaps
a few hundredths of an inch, toward Incnortheast, But upon the instant of the
wind's changing Ine position will be diner-
eat, and if there should suddenly be a calm
the elasticity of the stone would throw the
structure directly into Its normal restingplace. in a very heavy gale sometimes
we have noted as much as a quarter of an
lnck deviation from the piumb but this has
no efect upon the stone, which always
goes back to Its proper position."
Messarias the slightest Movement.
Although it is strictly against the rules

of the monument to put one's nose into
anything behind closed doors, the writer
was shown the secret workings of the de-
vices used for testing the various turns
which the edifice makes in the face of the
wind. Behind the elevator. In a small
eloset, tunneled out of the stone, whose
dampness and darkness, until the electriclight was turned on. might set one's teeth
Chattering, at the resemblance It bore to
the s'pulchers of the pyramids, is a verysimple contrivance which shows every
sway; g of the great granite pile in anydirecti ,n.
A :all copper wire, which has been

stretched and straightened to its utmost,protected by a tin pipe, hangs from the ex-
treme top of the shaft, and suspends a
heavy plummet, which hangs in a vessel of
oil. Two small transits arc placed at rightangles to one another in a horizontal plane.and to the wire, vertically, are focused on
the wire, and magnify it so that the hair
lines on the lenses coincide with it on
either side when in a normal position. By
a scale inside the deviations from the nor-
mal are reckoned to the thousandth of anach in any direction. A report of these
Observations is submitted to the War De-
partment daily by Mr. Hawkins. and there
a record has been kept of every twitch and
tremble the monument has made since its
opening.

lammilma- the Feudation.
In addition to the condition of the obelisk

itself, inspection is made of the elevation of
the foundation, but it seems that no change
in looked for by the authorities, who onlyeaade it annually, unless nature's ele-
ments are remarkably Irregular; as, for in-
stance, in the case of a severe assault fromthe clouds or a freshet in the mall.
These observations are made with thelevel and rod, from a bench stone, whichmay be seen by lifjing a "sewer-trap lid,"ffty or seventy-five feet away on the southfrot. This is compared with the elevationof an iron sill, which is placed just underthe cement paving around the base.

Werk et Vandals.
Although much time and money are spent

ha obsering the Irresistible 'effects of na-
ture's elements upon the outside of the
moenument, there are other destructive ele-
msents on the inside, which must be watch-
ed to a much closer degree. Here the fre-
quent acts of vandalism appear to give theauthorities the most anxiety for the endur-
ance of the structure, and it really stands
to reason that our monument will be hol-
howed to a shell, unless the ruinous meth-
eds of the relic seeker are suppressed
he some way, But, as the conductor of
the elevator explained, it would require
a watchman patrulling every landing of
the stairway to keep these destroyers from
their antics. Every one of the one hun-
dred and sever. ty-nine memorial stones,
which is in any way delicate, has beenbadly defaced. In one place there is a
has relief of the father of his country-minus a nose. A locomotive is chiseled out
of another stone, but not a spoke from the
delicate wheels or a protruding corner
which could be defaced is left. But the
hosu, which appeals most to Mr. Hawkins'
wrath. while making mention of these
things, was the marring of the Nevada
stone. From this every one of the letters,
made of Senator Stewart's brightest silver,escept one, was dug out in three hour.,
and carried away.

Free From Aeccdent.
On being asked about the casualties

which have occurred of late MIr. Hawkins
very proudly stated that no person has
received a scratch since the opernin; cere-
mines, nine years ago. The elevator, the
same which .vas used for lifting all of the
heavy blocks of stone. is equipped with
an automatic "non-dropping brake," which
hs tested every day, and has never refused
to work.
The stairways, although subjected toem-arvelous vibration, show no signs of

weakening.
"Are you troubled much with the crank

element?" Mfr. H~awkinse was asked.
"V'ery few have bo'ther-e'l me." he said.
'The only crank whom I can remember

juast now came over h are only a few days
ago. He was a strange. wild-eyed looking
fellow, whose l'ipatie'nce to go up to the
top attracte.d our suspicilon, for we keep
an open eye for all su.ch fellows. Carrying
an ordinary preserve Jar under his arm
he went up in the. elevator to the top
larding, when he p'rocPh-d to sew some
gray stuff out of tne djfferent windowt.~'hen 'asked by one of the watchmen what
he was about he sali his wife had just
died and to be sure that he was rid of
her he had had h'r cremated and was
trying to scatte~r what was left of her In
as many diirections a~s possibla. He was
so ymuch a Tfr.nt --I at the resistance he
iec"elved from our metn that he we-nt over
to t'd. Wis.n' 'ir~e ine the Vn ar liepe'rt-
ment to get p,'rm'nrion from him to timish
planting his wife."

Mir. Hlawkins has no fear that the monu-
mn'- will not4 man-l as st-aighit in huzn lr.1s
of :,ears as we s.ee it now. He 'iuotel the
aut..rity.of an emtient enner. Who
vil',-l him 'int long ago. andl whe. after
miaking a e-tr-"li mmarinati'-n. expresed'
has jinion tha.t nothing but an earthquake
es-ul-i ta(e it dI.own.
"A' It is 1,-tr built." he saId. "I have

ever-y ed-nel.n in its stan itng against
every pI~nee..n .f the. ele'ments, but hadi
the goverrrmeot bu!ilt it ac.r~ling to the
original es'ggn. sulmittedi to the first sub-
scr-itecrs. I doubt If it would have lasted
this long."

The Ouistinni Densarn.
A lithograph of thi' old 'd'ijn is to be

seen In the sm'.all m-1rble bell-ling adljaent
to the momnu-ne'nt. Over toward the ag:--
eultural gromndae. It was drawn by Rnhert
MIlls, arc-hitect, In 1l&iei. and was "enernest-
" ameemmndnd to en favou of ou--u

trymen," by John Quincy Adams, Zachary
Taylor, Millard Fillmore, Daniel Webster,
Henry Clay and others, whose signatures
it bears.
The base consisted of a circular colonnade,

or pantheon, 250 feet in diameter and 150
feet high, supported by four concentric cir-
cles of Greek-Ionic columns.
Upon this was to rest the obelisk, 500

feet high, almost a solid quadrangle. The
pantheon was to be used as a hall for
statuary, and a martial group, resemblingthe Columbian quadriga, on the ill-fated
peristyle of the world's fair, was to adorn
the base of the obelisk, facing the ity.
This structure would have cost the gov-

ernment 31,0,000, $300,000 more than the
present edifice, counting the subscriptionsand appropriations. But as this first con-
ception had very little, if any, of the pyr-amidal, shape characteristic of the monu-
ment, as it now stands, there seems to be
more truth than fiction in this estimate ofits strength, and we may thank our stars
that the former project did not go through.

HOW SNAILS ARE RAISED.

A Popular Dish With New Yorkers-
Fertaes Made Ia Raising Them.

Irem the New York Tribune.
"It is surprising," said the proprietor of

a well-known uptown restaurant to a Tri-
bune reporter a few days ago, "how many
snails are eaten In this city. I remember
well the first time we added them to our
bill of fare not nany years ago. We cook-
ed them day after day, displayed the fact
in large letters on our tills of fare, but it
was all in vain. The patrons of the house
seemed afraid to try them. We lost con-
siderable money in our efforts to introduce
them to New York. At first they remained
on our hands, and day after day we were
obliged to throw our supply into the wastebarrels to be carried away as food for ani-mals. But it is different now. People
seem to have overcome their prejudices,and snails in various forms are ordered so
frequently that we have ceased to be sur-
prised. I do not doubt at all that they willbecome a favorite dish among New Yorkers.
Fortunes, in fact, may be made by their
cultivation, and the enterprising Americanswho begin 'farming' tnem now will be cer-
tain of large incomes from the industryin a few years. It 1ill then be unneces-
sary to import them, as we do now, almost
exclusively. Many of the snails to be foundin the restaurants of New York and on
the tables of some private families are im-
ported from France and Switzerland.
"In the Canton of Zurich. Switzerland,"added the hotel man, "a number of peas-

arts have established large snail farms,from which they derive handsome incomes.Soft land, covered not too thickly with
trees, is the favorite breeding place for
these little horned animals. The trees andshade must not be too thick, because the
uncovered snails will then die in ;Great
quantities in the autumn and early winter.
In the sun they usually get large, hand-
some, white-shelled houses, and the snails
with such coverings are always the best.
The earth should contain a good percentageof lime or chalk, so that the snails can
easily get material for their houses. Neither
should the earth be what we call 'fat.' If
the earth does not contain sufficient lime
the farmers should sprinkle It with burned
chalk or sand. The snails lay their eggsin May. To keep them from 'running' awayfrom the farm there should be a woodenfence about two feet high built about it.
On the fence iron Vitriol or some bad-smell-
ing oil should be sprinkled. It is not a
bad idea, either, to surmount the fence with
nails placed closely together, as this will
prevent the snails from crawling over.
"As a rule one can raise 50ty snails to a

square meter of earth. One person can
easily raise 20,000 to .i,0(0J snails on fifty
square meters. The space, however, must
not be too cramped. When the sun shines
too hotly snails like to conceal themselves.
It is therefore necessary to provide hidingplaces, so to speak. Moss along 'the fence
about the snail park and low sheds made
by placing boards over a framework are
to be recommended for this purpose."The best food for snails is salad, cab-
bage, kitchen waste, nettles and dandelions.
In dry weather they eat nothing, but as
soon as it rains they seem to become hun-
gry and seek food. If the food is not at
hand when they want it they will try In
every way to escape from their bounds.
White-leaved weeds seem to satisfy them
also. If the farmers wish to make them
very fat they sprinkle some kind of meal
on the leaves which they eat.
"In the beginning of autumn-about the

end of August or the lst of September-the farmer strews the entire snail parkwith moss. It must not be too thick, or
the snails will smother. They crawl under
the moss at this time of the year and re-
main there until they are wanted. When
they are covered with thteir shells they are
sorted out, according to size and quality.If they have finely rounded or vaulted
houses, which shine in the sunlight, then
they are nice and fat, and the purchaser
can tell that he has good ware,
"They are packed in boxes containingfrom 1,000 to 5.000 for shipment. Hay, or

some other soft, loose material, Is used to
keep them apart. They can stand cold bet-
ter than heat. If it becomes too warm for
them they will open their shells and burst
the strongest box.
"A different method of raising snails is

used in parts of Bavaria. There they have
as much freedom as possible until the fall.
Then they are picked up by the children
or servants of the farmer and thrown into
a deep hole. Grain Is put in the hole, and
they feed on this until they become fat
enough to be sold. This is generally in the
spring.
"In Switzerland the monks of the Capu-

chin order raise large quantities of snails.
"Americans have not begun to pay much

attention to their cultivation as yet, but
fortunes await those who begin at the
proper time. The snail as a delicacy has
ccme to stay, and will become more and
more popular every year with New York
gourn'ands."

A MICROBE-PROOF BUILDING,

TWhe Advantages That May Result "tra
a Reeemt Japanese lavention.

Froma the Chicago Evening Post.
A new kind of dwelling house has been in-
vented. It is remarkable in many ways, be-
ing suitable for any climate, wheth.er trop-
ical or arctic, air and water tight and as
near disease-proof as any building can be
made. It is warranted microbe-proof and
should any stray disease-producing germ
'through any accident or oversight firal its
way within the forbidden precincts the con-
ditions it finds there will be so obnoxious
to its taste and feelings that it will imme-
diately die of despair. The new kind of
building is a Japanese Invention. Dr. WV.
Van der Hayden of Yokohama~is the orig-
inator and builder, He has constructed
one for his own use, and has lived in it for
over a year, testing its good qualities be-
fore publishing to the world any of Its pe-
culiarities. The tests applied have been so
satisfactory in their results that thq world
is now informed of them.
Glass is the chief article of construction

in the new building. Its wails are con-
structed of a series of glass boxes filled
with a solution of alum. These boxes are
formed of two panes of glass each four-
tenths of an inch in thickness. The glass
Is fixed In iron frames screwed together.
The whole is so constructed that the build-
ing will resist the influence of heat, cold,
shocks and earthquakes. Bietween the joints
of the iron framework felt is inserted and
then the space Is covered with boards. The
roof is fiat and is supported by cast-iron
Pillars. It, too, is glass, with stripe of rub-
ber covering the joints. Over the glass is
sprend a thin layer of ashes, and upon this
is placed a light wooden frame which is
covered with cement to protect the interior
from the radiation of heat. The builing
has outer and inner walls, with a space be-
tween atturding air passages to neutralize
all atmospheric influences without,
No doors or windows appear In the build-

ing proper. The suaperstructure Is placed
Ion a foundation of brick,the walls of 'u lhchinclose a sort of basement, and it is through
this basement that ingress and egress to
and from the resiilence portlen are obtain-
ed. The building is heated and ventilated
on the most scientille principles. Pure air
is secured from the upper atmosphere and
conveyed to the interior of the builudingthrough pipes, after it has been screened
through tine wire netting and filtered

hruhcotton batting so as to deprive it
ofaymirobe orother disease germs it

mig4ht contain. After being used It esc'apesfromn the house through valves fixed in the
walls and1 ceilings for that purpiose. The
h.*t is also brought to the house from theoutside through pipes running to open fluesin the rooms.and as it passes away throughthese a draft is created which assists in
ventilating the rooms. The whole limits ofthe bull ting are made as aseptic as awound dreming of Lister.

..

The Best of Names.
From Tmnth.

"'Jobson thinks he has at last written the
great American drama."
"What's the title of it'"
"Oh, the name has bothersd him no little.

He halted a long while between 'In Oale Vir-gInia' and 'In New Hampshire,' butfnlselected 'Out of Kansas.'"" tfnal

HAT.LM4 VEf'."PABLE mIJAN HAul RENEWER
is' unq'ue-stlanalyt th heit pre'servative. f thehir. t Is also curative et dasdrug, tette and

DUPES OF SHARPERS
Country Postmasters Used to Carr]

Out Cheating Schemes.

PLAUSIBLE DEVICES FOR THE UNWAh

The Kind of People Caught in th<

Traps.

TRIALS OF POSTMA8TER:

Written for The Evening Star.
HE MISTAKES O1
country postmaster
give endless troubl
and anxiety to th
Post Otfice Depart
ment at Washington
For example, ther

is the business o

giving information to
swindlers. Dishones
persons write to pos1
masters all over th
Union, offering goli
watches or valudhl
books In exchang

for lists of the names of people who ye
mail at their post offices. In this way the;
get hold of Innumerable "alive addresses,
among which to distribute their fraululen
advertisements. The government of lat
has been trying hard to put a stop to thi
scheme.
The rural postmaster furnishes the Its

required of him and waits hopefully fo
his watch. It Is hardly nee-sary to ea:
that he never receives it. Meanwvhile, com
plaint, of the sharper have reached ti
Post Office Department. He is doing bust
ness, maybe, from Jersey "'ity. The post
master there is instructed to hold his mal
unless he will identify himself. This fright
ens him, and he fails to _omply. His let
ters go to the dead letter offlee at Wash
ington, where they are opened. The pest
master's list of names being fount in on
of the envelopes, a sharp note is sent t
him, asking what excuse he has for violas
ing the regulations, which positively forbi<
the giving of such information.
Nevertheless, in the perpetual etruggi

that is maintained between the Post Oflic<
Department and swindlers who conduc
their enterprises through the mails, the tat
ter have steadily the best ,f it. Now an
then one of them is caught an- punished
but such an occasional episode does no
seriously interfere with this spicies o
criminal activity. Many complaints hay
come in recently to the tffect that ,ost
masters are selling lists of na:ns and tha
respectable persons in various parts of the
country are receiving objectionable medi
cal pamphlets and fraudulent literature it
quantities. Those petty gov3rnment cffi
cials, in fact, too often serve innocenti
as intermediaries between swindlers art
the people. They are utilized as cat's-pawl
for working all manner of "fakes" an<
"skin games" at the expen.se of a confid
ing public.

Estates In England.
At one of the molt remarkable of suc

frauds an effective blow has been dealt b:
the arrest and conviction, a few weeki
ago, of a man whose ingenious tricks hav<
puzzled the police here and abroad for t
number of years past. This was the in
dividual who, under the name of Willian
Lord Moore, conducted a so-called "claim
agency" in London, advertising to procuriin England legacies and estates amount
ing to many millions of dollars for personsin this country alleged to be entitled tc
them. Of cou'se, the said estates and legacies were wholly mythical. The methoc
adopted was to send to country postmantern all over the United States circulars
which they were requested to tack tip ir
conspicuous places. The documents thu
distributed gave notice that large sum
were due to persons who were believed tc
reside in that vicinity, wherever it migh1be.
Naturply, the number of answers sent ir

response to these circulars was enormousPersons who replied in the hope that the3might be entitled to the fortunes referre
to, were informed that they were happal3not mistaken. But, before their claimscould be acted upon, they were jequired tcsend l25 to William Lord Moore, in Londonfor preliminary expenses. The money be-ing forwarded, nothing more was heard oeit. Undoubtedly the sharper gained an im-
mense sum in this way. He gave no endof wo-ry to the Post Office Departmentwhich was helpless, because the circularsand letters were mailed in England. TheBritish authorities, being asked for helpbecame greatly interested in the case, butthe Scotland Yard detectives tried for yearsin vain to hunt William Lord Moore to hihole. Efforts equally fruitless were madtto corner a person called Leger, who actedas Mooe , agent in New York, Finall)Moore was run downs in London, and. Eng-land being too hot td hold him, he skippedaway to the United States. He was cap-tured in Chicago, but escaped from thimarshal who had him in charge.Before finishing the story it la necessar
to go back about twenty years andi re-vIew the romantic carser of a psrston knownas the Rev, George Frederi-k BlurgoyntHoward. He was an Englishman, the eonof a policeman. For a while he was In theroyal navy, and afterward, he- served inthe United States navy, from which ha de-serted, He taught a negro mcho~l In SouthCarolina, and during the epoch of the car-pet-bag he was a trial justice iu that state.To escape prosecution for .nalfeawen-e inoffice he fled, eloping with the wife of arailway man, Later on he leserted her
went to Georgia and became a Baptistpreacher.

More Cheek Than Morals.
The Rev. 0. W. F, Howard ,had a large

red beard, hair of the maine color, and a
most plausible address. He posse ssed nemorals worth mentioning, but his cheek is
described as amazing, After a whsile he
turned up at Jackson, Tenn., nai pastor of
a church. Scandals caused by his doingssplit the congregation in two, one partstanding by the preacher and starthag a
new church under his ministrati-in. Heleft that town and went to New York,
where he set up a "claim .Igen-y" underthe name of Leger. The business wats o1a kind that could be conducted more safe-
ly and advantageously from abroad, antdso he' transferred it to London, where he
called himself by various aliases, wvhleknown to correspondents from this side ofthe water as William Lord Moore,
How he was finally cauxht has been al-

ready told. After escaping from th" mar-
shal he went back to Jackson, Ter n., and
gave himself up, thinking to bluff it out.He was again the Baptist preacher an~dknew nothing of Wfiliam Lord Moore orhis business. It was all a case of mnistaikenidentity. Unfortunately for him, the gov'-
ernent was determined to spare netitherpains nor expense in procuring his convic-
tion. Witnesses were brought from abroad
to swear that he was William Lord Moore
and none other. Ex-Minister incabti andex-Consul General New, who laad seen the
man in England, went to Jackson ft-r the
purpose of giving their testimony. The de-
fense of the prisoner, conducted by him-
self, was a masterpiece of mngenious effron-
tery. Nevertheless, he was sentenced to
nine years in the penitentiary.
A typical fraud of the sort worked

through postmasters is ..hat of 'he pianoprize. The swindler offers 'ty circular it00
pianofortes free to the first lW ierson'swho send in applications to his "manufac-
turing firm." Itlis explained that the prop-
osition is intended as an aivertisemrent.Everybody who is so foolish as to anewer
is a winner, of course, and Is informed
that the instrument will be forwarkl-d on
receipt of $250 to pay for "rtrssage anid
packing. The victim sends the maoney,
and In due time receives the piano. It is a
miniature pianoforte, worth about 3.5 cents
at any toy store. A g~ood many "skin
games" of tis character are conducted
through the malls. For example, the sharp-
er procures from postmasters the name- of
farmers in their respective neighborhoods,
He sends to them a cir ular offering to
each recipient a corn shucker fr-ee on con-
dition that he will exhibit it to Is neigh-
bors and speak favorably of it. The lno-
cent agriculturist replies, anid a demandmatde upon him for $1.75 "eor "spr'esage
and packing" produces the money. In re-
turn the vIctim, who supposes tflat he Is
going to obtain a valuable mnachin~e, gets
nothing more nor less than a piece of
hoop iron, worth about hailf a cent.

A Fine Steel Engraving.
Instaad af a sar= shucker it m.. be s

mowing-machine sharpener. The victim
sends $1 and gets in return a piece of pine
wood dipped in emery--value about halt
a cent. One swindler a while ago offered
to credulous persons "a fine steel engrav-
ing of George Washington" for $1. In
acknowledgment of the cash he sent a
two-cent postage stamp. The Post Office
Department was not able to do anythingin this case because the perpetrator of the
cheat had unquestionably performed the
letter of his agreement. A new kind of
quasi-fraud has recently engaged the at-
tention of the department. So-called pub-lishing companies circulate advertisements
in which they offer a prize, usually $20, to
anybody who sends in correct guessesof certain "skeleton words." These words
are partly spelled, some of the letters re-
maining to be supplied. They are so simplethat any one who knows how to read eando them at a glance. It is explained that
every person who finds out one or more ofthe words will receive a proportionate sumof money.
In due time every guesscr is informedthat he or she is a winner. But-here comes in the inevitable requirement-

one dollar must be sent to the publishingconcern, as a year's subscription to a
periodical, before the prize is payable.Having obtained the $1, the firm discoversthat there was a mistake, and the puzzle,which is so arranged that the skeletonswill fit more than one set of words, was

- not guessed correctly after all. Neverthe-
e less, it is disposed to be liberal, and thef subscription "goes" just the same. The

periodical, of course, is worthless.t Mean and Petty Swindles.
The Post Office Department only the

other day shut up the business of an al-
leged publishing company in New Orleans,
which distributed circulars molg scbool
teachers all~ over the country offering a
set of Dickens' works for $1. Its (practice
was simply to gobble the dollar and re-
frain from further correspondence.t There is another dodge of superior ingenu-ity, which consists in advertismg to give
away a check for $lu0 with every two, or

s it may be three, watches purcha.;.1 1. '1 .e
cneck is good enough probably, but is made

t payable only after tne bu.,.r nah ~

sufficient number of watches to net 41t0t inrprofits for the manufacturing irm. Ines-
much as the firm keeps its w i books it
need not pay the $100 until it gets re:vly.It will be observed that these swin-les
prosecuted through the mails are all -if the
meanest possible character. Most of them
are Intended to victimize poor poople. Of

I such a nature are the offers of bogus pat--ent attorneys, who get money out of in-
- ventors by pretending to be ae to ('acethe latter in communication with caplital-
ists disposed to furnish cash for putting
their contrivances on the market. Other
cheats advertise so-called "endowment"
concerns, which endow nobody but the
managers, though the prospects are ever
so alluringly set forth on paper. There are
the pretended detective agencies, which
wring small amounts from unsouhisticated
young men by making believe to eenploy
their services as "representatives" in cnetpart of the country or another, but never
giving any work to do. Sufiel.mntly fa-
miliar are the sharpers who offer crsycn

I portraits free, subsequently demanding
large prices for cheap frames to inclose
the worthless pictures. "Valutole tinme-
keepers" purchased by rural bumpkins turn
out to be sun dials. Of course, nobody has
any sympathy for the people -lefriude- by-the green-goods game; they d. serve all
they get.
One of the most remarkable swindles ever

heard of was set on foot recently by the
establishment of more than a score of

I small post offices in South Carolina. The 1
chief conspirator was quite a prominent
man in that part of the country, named
Barrett, and it was by his influence that
the department was persuaded to create 1
the offices, appointing as postmaster. men
whom he selected. The whole business was
fictitious, the localities chosen being unin-
habited. Nevertheless, the postmasters
were able to procure large quantities of i
goods, paying for some of them with post-
age stamps furnished by Uncle Sam and
obtaining credit for others. To square ]
accounts at Washington, they rendered I
false aflidavits as to cancellations. The e
fraud was exposed by an inspector who, I
traveling through that region, quickly
found out what was going on.
Postmasters in small places are often

called on by Congressmen and politicians t
to furnish lists of names of those persons I
in their bailiwicks who are likely to be in- 9
fluenced with referpnce to voting by judi- I
ciously-selected partisan literature. This is I
an abuse which the civil service commission
is most anxious to put a stop to. Of course, t
the postmasters represent whichever party t
may be in power at Washington, and at is e
unquestionably a fact that they have fre-
quently been employed to propagate pollti- c
cal doctrine. They have been accused of a
discriminating against opposition docu- a
ments in the mails. However, it cannot
be denied that they are far more sinned
against than sinning, being commonly em- t
ployed as innocent agents for the prosecu-
tion of frauds in which they have 'ho share t
or profit. RENE BACHE.

MEASURING A CRIMINAL.

A Description of the French Method of
Identifeation.

Prors McClure's Magazine.
"Call the prisoner," said my guide. M.

David of the service, and immediately the t
guard brought in a short, rather stoat man, t
clad only in undershirt and trousers. His
feet were bare. His face was not at all dis-
agreeable, and his eyes were bright and
dark. He seemed to be perfectly Indifferent
to what awaited him, and gave his name
and country without hesitation.
"He has been arrested for stealing rab-

bit. at Robinson," said my guide. "Our I
business is to find if he has ever been up r
before, We'll make the observations to-
gether, and you may record them on this
card," handing me a piece of cardboard,a
with many pecullar divisions and subdi-
visions marked on It.
"Observations Anthropometriques," was

the introductory heading, and "height"
the first division. The prisoner was di-
rected to place himself against a highf
measuring board, bearing at the side a
scale. A flat board was placed across the
top of his head, and the height it marked
noted.
Without changing his position, the arms

of the prisoner were stretched at full
length, and the third measure taken. Th'e
second measure, the curv'ature of the spine,
Is rarely taken. The fourth, height cf the
trunk, followed.
The next step was a little more compli-

cated. The subject was ordered to sit
down, and a jointed compass, furnished
with a semi-circular scale divided into
millimetres, was applied to his head, one
foot being braced against the root of the
nose, and the other moved over back of the
skull, in search of the point of greatest 1
depth. When it was supposed to have been
reached, the compass was set and again1
appilied to see if the foot could be moved
freely all over the back of the head, touch-
lng without hurting, and without coming
to a point which it could not pass. If such
a point is reached, evIdently there is a
greater depth than the one before regis-
tered, and the instrument must be read-
justed. After three trials the greatest
depth was found and read out. In the
same way the width was taken, and then
followed the measurements of the ear.
"These measurements of the head," said.

my guide, "are of extreme importance, be-
cause so sure. A tricky subject may ex-
pand his chest or shrink his stature, but
he cannot add to or subtract from thea
length and breadth of the skull. And nowfor the foot."
The prisoner was told to step upon a

stool and throw back the right leg in such
a way that the entire weight should come
uponl the left foot. The measuring of the
foot was followed by that of the left middle '
and little fingers nnd of the left forearm.
"All good mensures," observed my con-
ductor; "for the rule rests against the
bones, and no. dissimulation is possible on
the part of the subject, and the chance for
error on the part of the operator is little.And now for the eyes."
The man was phiced in a strong, full *

light, and told to regard the operator in the C
face. The latter then raised the left eyeiid
slightly, and seemed to be making mental a
notes of what he saw.

Equal to the Occasion.
Frnm Harper's Barmar.
The young couple were noted as soon ss

they entered the railroad car, and immedi- k
ately put down as a bridal pair. But they
were remarkably self-possessed, and acted
fust like oid folks, so that after a short atime the other passengers began to doubt c
it after all. As the train moved out, how-
ever, the young man rose to remove hisuovercoat, and a shower of rice fell out, hwhile the passengers smiled broadly. But ieven that did not -affect the youth, who salso smiled, and turning to his partner, gremarked, audibly:,"By Jove, May, I've stolen the groom's novercoat,"

FOll INDhtGESTiON
Use Iloirefonl'a. Acid P'hosphate. h

If your disser distresss you, try it. It aids odsati-

KISS CYNTHIA'SFRONT PORCH
WRITTEN EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE EVENING

STAE BY BS. D, TARIEL

Miss Cynthia Ray, to use her own par-
lance, had "done up" the work, and now,
at the close of a summer's day, sat on her
front doorstep to enjoy the 'iulet evening
hour. She had lived in the little town of
Middlebourn fifty uneventful years, and
since the death of her mother, four years
before, all alone in the gabled-roof home-
stead that had sheltered her childhood.
Miss Cynthia worked hard to make both

ends meet and also to lay by a small sur-

plus yearly for a cherished object. She did
clear starching for Mrs. Peirson, up on the
hill, made jellies and preserves, which the
grocer sold for her, and pieced innumerable
quilts for the neighbors, who had no time
to work up their own calico a:d worsted.
But she did not mind the work. She-was
thankful to possess this home of her own,
if there were only four rooms, two above
and two below, simply furnisn-d. but clean
and neat as hands could make them. There
was a tiny yard In front, fill of old-fash-
ioned flowers, a kitchen garden back sad
a long green strip running down to a
thread-like stream, rather stony and of
little value, but so convenient, Miss Cyn-
thia said, to bleach clothes.
On this particular evening Miss Cynthia's

usually serene countenance wore a look
of unwonted cheerfulness and animation.
Presently her evidently happy thoughts
broke forth in words, for, from beiag so
mulch alone, she had fallen into the nabit
of talking aloud. "Sakes alive! an' I'm
agoin' to have my front porch at last! Let
me see how many years I've been sav'in
up fur it, an' setten on this same door-
step an' plannin' it out in moy head! Three
years or more! an' now the money is all
ready fur the carpenter, safe la the blue
mug In the corner cupboard. I always did
want a front porch, it's so comnfortaule
an' stylish like.
"Being as this is Saturday night, bright

an' early Monday mornin' I'll go an' see
Mr. Thomson, fur they do say he is the
best workman, an' I must have the best on
that porch. I'll have some frescoes on It,
as Mis' Smith calls 'em, an' it shall be
painted white, with a green band. I'll git a
Martha Washington rose to climb over it,'
fur I hear it's a fast grower, an a Virginia
creeper to make a shade. Mis' Cannon
promised me a cuttin.' "

Miss Cynthia's heart was full of hope and
expectation, and her thoughts did not dwell
ror a moment on the truth that her con-
templated porch represented months and
years of self-denial-bread without butter
Afttimes. meatless dinnersa thrice-trimmed

sonnet. and made-over dresses; those minor

trials were as nothing, now that she had
uttained her desire.
It was Miss Cynthia's rule to close her
ouse and retire early Saturday nights, so
is to be fresh for Sunday morning, and on
he same principle she always laid out on
he spare bed her simple Sunday attire; a
straw bonnet and plain black dress, with
t starched white skirt, the latter a luxury
fliss Cynthia delighted in. and which she
naintained was no extravagance, as she
li it up herself.
Miss Cynthia never allowed anything, ex-

,ept illness, to keep her from her seat, on
he Sabbath day, in the meeting house, at
he end of the street. Some one once sug-rested to her that, as she wvorked so hard
luring the week, she would be excusable to
sometimes remain at home, but she replied
hat it rested her to go, and, indeed, any
me beholding her earnest countenance
while in the sanctuary, and her look of
eace and satisfaction when she came out,
ould easily divine that her soul had been'efreshed in green. pastures and by still '
waters.
Before the last bell had begun to ring,

diss Cynthia, hymn book in hand, wended <

ter way to meeting, little thinking thatTre she retraced her steps her whole life,
n a certain sense, would be revolutionized.
It was a little dililcult at first for her to

teep her thoughts off the porch, and her
ender conscience gave her a twinge at
very dereliction, but when the singing and
srayer were over, and the pastor began his
ermon, every faculty became absorbed in t
its theme. His text was, "Insomuch as ye
ave done it unto the least of these, my I
rethren, ye have done It unto me." He
nade a touching appeal to his people for
he many poor, suffering little children, 1hut up in the hot city, to whom a few
reeka spent in the country village would
pen a mine of joy and pleasure, and be- t
ought those who could to open their hearts 1nd homes to some of these little waits.
'It might entail self-denial and inconveni- 1vnce," he said, "but were they not willing
o do it, In His name?"
And now there came to Miss Cynthia a I
hought, a pang and a fierce conflict.
She walked quietly home directly after I
ervice, and all the way a new path and a Isew life seemed spread before her; she 3ould not define her emotions. She did not Itop to caress the large tabby cat thatawned upon her at the door, but going up- 1tairs laid aside her bonnet, took off and solded up her dress and stiff, white skirt snd put them on their accustomed shelf inhe closet, for Miss Cynthia was very me- 1hodical in her ways, even under such press- tsre as the present, and went down to eat I
er dinner. That over and the tabby fed, t
he again went to her room, closed the C
oor, and sat down in the splint-bottom 3hair to think.
"I can't do It,'' she said aloud: "I can't.'m not used to young ones around; they'd(ull my flowers, eat the green apples, dirtyny floors an' ruin the new red an' black I
arpet; poor tabby would be teased out of
ser precious old life. Put them children in
ny nice, clean beds? Use my best, lavender(cented sheets, an' the quilts me an' mothernade? The house is too small-there ain'tC
so more room in the kitchen than fur me I
Ln' tabby, an', besides, where's tne money I
o come from but off of that porch? No; 1
ain't called upon to do it."
Above, below, all around her vibrated th~ecords, "In His name." lImpulsively she I
ank down on her knees, and with upliftedteyes and clasped hands she made her sacri- Cice. "Take it, dear Lord!" she cried, "I'm

rillin' to give it all, porch, house, my time, Inyself, everything, blessed Master."
A simple soul and a simple faith, but It
nade her happy and benetited others.
Monday morning Miss Cynthia arose with
he dawn, did up her work, and then sat
own with paper and pencil to make some i
alculations.
She had laid by 340, and that amount t
rould suffice to keep six little ones four eveeks at the least, if she only had enougvh I
oom. Suddenly there came an Inspiration. g"Old Mr. Dent's tent!" she exclimed. bThe one he used to travel around with his
atent medicines, and a little side 1Ihow thrown in free. He ain't in s

hat business this summer and may '1
se glad to make a little rent ent
t. We can pitch it on that g:'een strip a

ack of the house, put the cooking stove
p in it, an' the table, an' eat there, an' a

:eep the house cool and tidy to sleep in, an' 'f
hat will give room fur the six, fur I guess s

can move my bed in the regular kitchen; 'bwill be a regular outin' fur me an' them ahlldren. I must put on my bonnet an' go 11own to Parson Crane's an' send In mny or-
er before they all be tuk up." gFor now, that Miss Cynthia had thrown fIer whole heart in this work of charity, she g

egan to derive great happiness from it

nd imagined that others would be as zeal- a

us as herself.

"Yours is the first response to my appeal, ois Cynthia," remarked Parson Crane, as

he entered his study and made known her farrand. "It is very encouraging, but are I
ou sure that six will not be too much of

n undertaking for you?"

The tears rushed to Miss Cynthia's eyes. hhe could not tell even her kind pastor of '1
er struggle, the sacrifiee of her cherished g

cheme and above all the mainspring of her t

ction, but he guessed in part and said 3

f:"'In His name,' Miss Cynthia." tMiss Cynthia's next call was upon Mr. lI

)ent, whom she found at home. "Want ,
my tent fur them young uns the parson~

ald us 'bout Sunday, Miss Cynthia? Take b
,to be sure, an your more 'anl welcome, e

nd no rent to be spoken of. I an' Jim will h
art it over and pitch it today." g

But Miss Cynthia was too independent to yccept the use of the tent for n'othing, and v

tsisted on his taking a dolar bill to pay a

r the time consumed in putting it up. and bIso setting in place the coosking stove and

a~ble.

Now a call on the hill and her arrands h

rould be completed. Mrs. Judge Pierson, t8

ind and benevolent, was always g~lad to tce the contented face of Miss Cynthia

say-.

"Walk In, Miss Cynthia. I wish yosu were pot always so busy that you could come up (
ftener."
"Thanky, Miss Pierson, I aIn't a min- o
te to stay. I've got a little buisiness on
and this mornin'. I hate to ask you, hut ni
you could git somelyody to do your clear t

tarching fur some weeks, I'd be powerfud a

lad."
"Certainly, Miss Cynthia, yet I am sure R
o one can suit me as well as you. Are l

ou not fcellng strong this warm weather?"

Miss Cynthia clasped her hands nerv'ous- tl
.Doubtless some would think l-er fool- tihand presumptuous, but onze huving peut tl

er hand to the plough, she wais not the

ne to look back.

"It's not that, M.. Pieabu. I thoug..-t -

GET STRONG-.
Paine's Celery Corm

That Makes I

March is, in thet. the first amnth in the year.
January stanria irst .a the calenar only hre- I

renlence of business. b
Now is the time to het w.at!
Through the long ninter taust roen a-1 wanen e

lo hsot taste fresh air nor drink In sunlight oftener C
ban once a week or once a fortnight. t
It Is no wonder so mnany Iard-workn stes and
omen approach spring -x th a fe-lta. of weakno.es eLad debility and a languor of mind tlhey cannot Wi
hake off without the naiatane of a bloed par!Oer aand a true food for the and brain.
Beyond a doubt t2s "et iprlng medikine is

'aine's Celery Compound. Wits its use diseases
uoen thsir hold in the Wering.
These are the favor-ib~le naunths fir .itaekingbenmatism. lunabag-a, see"osa diseases and weak-
nas of the digestive organs, and Paine's Cseey3ompoud cars them where eventhing else fails. s

The most eminent pviesseo-, and a ia, of tre-
nendans experience, l"'r. Edwara E. Phelle. 'W.A).. LL. D., dicoovered the formula fr l.re's
,elery Compound in the f-amous Iauoratevy "an--et-
d with the lkartmo'jb Medical Se-oo. It is . 3
emarkable outcome of tbe 'a."7's studs of telosd t
ad nerves, and thear close ds'caden'e einun etsh
ther for health.
But remember the time-wer teat: "Spring t
omes but once a year." Take advantaga ut the e
avorable season. Get well and strong and free a
ram the ailments that come from Co buord and orurn-out nerves. Changes in the bio,.1 amlnd-roua t
issues take place very rapidly at this time. I% r
larch and April the blood is most eagable of a
hrowig off Its Impurities.
Purify the blood and Invigornte the Nervous aye- wem with Paine's Celery Compona of
Hard time, and overwork are best met with
mine's Celery Compound.

'd like to keep some of them poor cityhildren a spell, and my hands will be full." IIMrs. Judge Pierson gazed with new cu- h
iosity at the little, old maid. poor, hard a
rorked. dressed so plainly. b"Dear Miss Cynthia, you are too unselfish! a'here are so many others to do this good prork."
"But that wouldn't be me, you see, Miss Q1'lerson," was the rejoinder. a"No, I see how you feel about It. I have cmade arrangements to board several out at the farm house. Miss Cynthia. I thought
ou had devoted your savings to another turpose," she added, suddenly. b"Well. yes. Miss Pierson, I had, but I duesa them front steps will do me a spell, bnd I've no need to pamper my flesh with
fine front porch."
She spoke cheerfully, but deep In -her heart c
ral a sad assurance that she was growing
no old to work as hard as she had in the kat and that there would be no more
oney stored away in the blue mug In the
orner cupboard to build the longed-fororch.
Mrs. Judge Pierson here made a certain
eautiful resolve, but she did not teil Mise 1
ynthia.
Warm and tired, Miss Cynthia reachedtome and found her pastor awaiting her,rith an open letter in him hand.
"'This came in the morning poet. Mica

'ynthla, and I came right over to see you.
ly friend writes she Is on the children'sommittee and Is especially interested in
-tting a pleasant home for awhile for a T
ttle girl of eight years, who lives with a Tard-working aunt, and a delicate boy of
wo; both are orphans."
Am he spoke and looked at her inquiringly 'ybe tender chord which had never vibraited
o the love of a mother for her own littlenes now awoke and vibrated to sweet
ymphonles. "I'll ta~ke them, too," she said.
romptly. "an' four more, aarson, just as
first said, When wili they oe here"
"Tomorrow evening, Miss C~ynia, if F

t's not too soon for you."
'I'll be ready. parson."'
How pretty the tent looked, contrasted
ith the green grass and trees! The stovera arranged, and drew beautifully, and
de table was just long enough to meat her
ipected guests. Miss Cynthia now busiederself In making stores of goot'. plain sin-
erbread and large, delicioum white and
rown loaves.
"I can git plenty of milk from MIs' Jen-.
ins, on the edge of town, fresh an' rich,n' that's what they'll want, poor dears.
he strawberries is all gone, but there's

me black caps .list ripe, an' scweet appem

n' vegetablee." quoth Miss Cynthia.
The lavender-scented sheets were airednid put on the beds, with the pre'iv 'iu.lts-om the big chest, and the trundle bed was

tt up in the kitchen, "fur me anr' that
lessed baby." Mica Cynthia aid, with an

Ir of proud proprietorship. whica there
as no one but Tabby to see.
When the down train w'aistled the follow-ag evening Mica Cynthia was in 'luite a

utter, as she stood on tlic front st..p and!

ased down the street. I ,trectly Parson
rane came in sight, a lbaby In him airma,lIttle girl clinging to one haia. anid fournall boys walking behind. 3li'sa 2ynthra

pened the gate, took the baby fromt the
arson, kissed each child's cle-,n. sninilng

tce and, thanking Mr. U'ranc. for nmn tro'u-

le. marshaled her charges mnte the house.

Miss Cynthia had not anticipated an en-rely clear sky in this new departure, but

er little flock were really very manageable.

he tent was a great delight to them, thereen grass, where they could roll andliznble; the cool, shallow stream, in which

Lisa Cynthia allowed them to paddle, and

te sweet scents and sounds of country
fe, all possessed charms for these citv'alfs. Little Stella Rodman soon becamne

uite a help and pleasure to Miss Cynthia;
aby Harry grew fat and rosy, and daily

rideared himself more and more to hrer

eart; and at the close of days well .spent
a working, amusing and Instructing 1 er

oung charges, when she lay down to rest,
ith Iharry in her arms, his rosy cheek

gainst her own, she felt that she had never

een tnuly happy before.
The outcome of it all was that at the ex-

Iration of the month only four sunburnt,

appy children returned to their city homes.

tella and Harry remained as Miss Cyn-
~ia Ray's adopted chIldren.

'The tent was taken down and the little

rown house had resumed Its usual aip-
earance, when early one mornin~g Miss

ynthia spied ('arpente- Th.omso.n, rule in

and, taking the measurement of the front

fher house.
He wasn certainly laboring under some

mistake, and she hurried out to tell him

iat she had given up the idea of havingporch.
Mr. Thomson suspendled ope-atinns nndaxed at her with a broad smile an-'1 twlnk-

ng eyes.

"I'm agoin' to put up a porrh. Mis' Cyn-ty, an' no expense to you, an' nio 'juestims
be asked and no names give-n. Mis' Cyn-

"Oh! I could not think of such a thing.ye always paid fur all I've gut." she ea-animed in a ditssedto.e ..

-'TIS SPRING.
pound the Remedy
'eople Well.

-rm etemub ma aQ.n.ma.e Mts

ases (shry w o.sse . ie- en - Urn-

in will set ueeh . ed bile ese
- theet imseleaat etae. er mems aas

aof the ande n me h brs r

e rstarts the a e ae bows.

Tr, witeay blood, as e eby . sWe.5

rheanO K e. moyetti .m tr. hhsts

toia had-eekig peae t at aw and
km wafet wek ane fll dofw and eastm

msans. beorae tyai getea Oleq OsmpIt d.

DisogIe. oc the liver, ehm . m, ,,ma., a

IW be tharehly dvem. s a the tems

alne'e Celery COmpsemtan ~ nek dad 1e.
apple VolL
At the aut bilanhe at mereen weaand
" adwn' casetdtes of the g etem. some up ti*."

Seh with Pain's Celery (eq.ees-. rensat."
raose ento sad eS mei the brit y thie

neat aalgettor.

Try it a"n be coerbeel.
Ore ct the best ae ' 'a"e::e H-e.

AWL.. Mr. I.E. Mtoeo. whine tissue in sin

aI have take Pene' Celry Cemae et
ded it te be the be g medidne that I heef ever

ikmn. I felt wek and tthen hsad peri o-

at aything in the mwan ie lad ~a vemitlap

'el every morg after stetttin a I tea pert

rtwo bottles of Paig's Celnr (eqs ad feed

htter than I have f r a yaet. I - efeh y

mcomed It o as ote. My wlls in tieg it
tw for weakness end nervsess,~my k bae her
y merh. The druggiet where we tenSe ile aty

Ifs that Paine. Ceery ( Om,ameu eans an

her aedin e that they keep. ;
That Is the etory frampamend at 3e aehry te
I' other, bcase ahings bes. g se ts.

Mr. Thomson plaeted hi titU men.sa,determined to stand hiom Dgggg and k|gIL

. brow. Look sheer, Kim Cyanthy. jiet

-ppos fur ergutying ake ale was more-

ody In this town of ours who Weft em tihe

eck and blind and lame end takes Yutle u.-

bans under her wing, an' remtai Veraine

to mame mentioned, remem' er wanW to

take a memorial of her" (here-Mr. Thorn-
~a paused, doubting that be ha us"e the)rrect word). "what's the odds ail whet e.
ie objection. Mise Cynthy?" Isas e "e
Mine Cynthias eyes tled with happytan.; her independent spiit could notrook charity. but this kind Teeu was to

elicately proffered she felt that It woulh

e ungrateful to refuse.
So Miss Cynthias cherished drads was
elzed. A climbing rose and a Virgina

reoper noon festooned a preeg, w-t I-

minted porch with a green easel, and h~er
Indly, honest eoul never hal muse to r."-
ret the summers acie that bad pro-taced such happy results.

A Bey maa


